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THE WEST INDIES 

Mr. Irving Bush, 1 New York : The West Indies have been until 
very recently entirely a foreign land to us. Our idea has been like 
that of the small boy who was asked by his teacher, " Who was the 
first man? " He promptly replied, " George Washington." " No," 
said the teacher, " it was Adam." " Oh, well," answered the boy, 
" you include foreigners." Our point of view on all these matters 
has been provincial, and perhaps that is even more strictly true in 
New York than in many other parts of the country from which you 
gentlemen come. New Yorkers know only that somewhere to the 
west of us lies the country called New Jersey, and a few of our 
bolder spirits have penetrated its wilderness; but beyond that we 
are lost 

It is particularly fortunate, I think, that a conference of this 
kind is called to bring us into a larger realization of our opportunities 
and obligations in dealing with foreign affairs. We are to discuss 
this morning that land of mystery, that sea dotted with sunlit 
islands called the Caribbean. 

I have always believed that the islands of the West Indies were of 
great value. My first knowledge of the West Indies was derived 
from reading works of literature describing those gentlemen who 
always have dark mustaches and shiny patent leather boots and who 
ride the Spanish Main under the ensign of the Jolly Roger; I have 
been surprised many times in looking at pictures of the West Indies 
to see that they are not as I have pictured them, with their entire 
surface covered with treasure chests, and with olive trees creeping 
out between the crevices. Today the West Indies are becoming a 
reality and not a mere dream in our life and thought, and we need 
to understand actual conditions in the islands. 

1 Introductory remarks as presiding officer at the morning session, May 30. 
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